
About Kalmbach Books  

We’re pleased that you’re considering submitting a book idea. Kalmbach Books 

is always excited to review concepts for how-to books and other resources on 

techniques and topics that engage and inform jewelry makers. Our products 

have a reputation for clear and accurate instructions. We have built strong 

channels of distribution through retail bead stores, major craft chain distributors, 

and bookstores, and we reach out to customers directly through our website 

and other vehicles. In addition, our sister publication, Bead & Button magazine, 

and the Facet website, help us keep on top of trends and talent in the world of 

jewelry making. 

If you have a vision for a great book that beaders and jewelry makers would love 

to have in their collection, let us help you organize, edit, package, and promote 

your concepts, projects, and techniques.

How do you get started? 

If you’re in the early stages of formulating your ideas, consider bouncing your 

ideas off us in the form of a query email or letter. Summarize your book proposal, 

addressing subject, audience, techniques, project style, and other key elements. 

We’re happy to correspond with you a bit to fine-tune your focus. One of our 

editors will let you know within a couple of weeks whether your concept is a good 

fit for our publishing plan. 

Eager to move ahead? 

Great! It’s time to develop a proposal for us. Review the list below to ensure 

you’ve covered all your bases. 

1. Briefly summarize your book idea. Describe the purpose and content of the 

book, identify the prospective audience, and explain what a reader will learn 

from the book, including: 

 •  Who is the audience? Our customers are beginner jewelry makers 

interested in learning a range of techniques including stitching and 

wireworking. Be sure your concept fits this profile. 

 •  Are other books on this subject available? Identify at least two others and 

compare and contrast them with your project.

 • Will your book fill a gap in the market? How?

 • What are the key features of your book and how will they benefit readers?
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 • Will your book introduce new techniques or use new materials? 

 • How many projects do you expect to include? 

 •  What advantages do you as an artist/author offer, and in what ways do 

you hope to promote the book? Do you teach classes in your techniques? 

Do you have a website? An active blog? Are you available to travel to 

shows and other events for book signings and promotions? 

2. Include a general table of contents with a chapter-by-chapter overview. 

Additionally, it is helpful to divide chapters into subtopics or projects and 

provide a brief description of each. 

3. Send at least two completed projects—we ask for actual jewelry, not just 

photos of the projects, so we can get an accurate impression of your work. 

(Our first impression of your work counts a lot, so make these as polished as 

you can.) Include a short introduction to the project, a list of required materials 

and tools, and detailed instructions for making the project from start to finish, 

including text and accompanying photos or illustrations. Send step-by-step 

photography of the process for making the sample projects on a CD along 

with your proposal. If your book needs accompanying illustrations instead of 

photos, let us know whether you can provide finished art (and please include 

samples). A third completed project (accompanying instructions optional) is 

always helpful to give us a better feel for the style and quality of your work.

Your proposal is important to us, and so members of many key departments 

are involved in the review process; please allow 8–12 weeks. During this 

time, an editor will be available to answer any questions you may have.

For more information 

Thanks for considering us. We’d love to be the first and only publisher with 

your terrific ideas, so we ask that you do not submit your proposal to another 

company during our review process. We respect your original work, and you 

can rest easy that we’ll keep your ideas in confidence. To learn more about 

Kalmbach Books, visit our website at www.Kalmbach.com/Books. You’ll find 

background info on our current authors and can download a PDF version of 

our catalog to review our current list of titles.
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